Let’s not forget the BESS profit motive. this project does not "store solar", nor does it have any direct benefit to Vergennes. These companies buy off-peak (cheap) and sell at high-peak (expensive) from/to the New England grid. The AI centers in Massachusetts may well benefit more than Vermonters.
The other issue involves the exact location of this BESS project, near Rt, 22a and just above the Otter Creek bridge. Rt. 22a has what we know to be a huge volume of truck traffic. How does traffic affect BESS?
I am unclear about how seriously the issue of truck traffic has been considered with respect to the BESS project. It would sit pretty close to Rt. 22a. BESS facilities face more dangers when they are close to heavy traffic. And we all know how prone to accidents that road is. This is what I gather from research:

Heavy truck traffic near Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) facilities can pose safety risks if not properly managed, primarily through continuous vibration, environmental pollution, and potential for physical accidents. While properly sited and designed BESS facilities are generally safe, external factors from adjacent, high-volume industrial traffic can accelerate battery aging and raise the probability of failures, such as thermal runaway.

Vibration-Induced Damage: Continuous vibrations from heavy traffic can cause structural degradation of internal battery components, such as electrode separation and separator deformation. This can cause micro-cracks and misalignment of internal cells, leading to internal short circuits and increased localized heat.

Accelerated Aging and Capacity Loss: Long-term exposure to vibration from heavy vehicles has been linked to accelerated battery capacity fade, potentially shortening the lifespan of a BESS by 20–30%.

Physical Damage Risks: If a BESS facility is situated extremely close to high-speed truck routes, the risk of a high-impact collision from an out-of-control vehicle becomes a concern, which could physically crush or puncture the container, leading to thermal runaway.

Environmental Factors: High-traffic areas may involve increased dust, pollution, or chemical runoff, which can interact with the BESS containers, potentially affecting cooling system efficiency or degrading materials.
And then there is the issue of the burial ground. According to old-timers, the presence of a Native American Burial Ground is the reason this land was not developed at an earlier date.
It used to be a sand pit for the city until skulls started appearing. Use was stopped out of respect. Again, can this BESS project legally sit there?
The Otter Creek bridge has to be fixed sooner rather than later. There is talk of rerouting traffic when it happens. If traffic is allowed at all, it will no doubt be one-way. Will trucks be partly rerouted on Panton Rd. and add to the dangers there?

