EUGENIE DELANEY
279 COMMODORE DRIVE
VERGENNES, VT 05401

I live within a 1/4 mile of this proposed BESS project at 99 Panton Rd, Vergennes VT. 
THIS PROJECT SHOULD NOT BE APPROVED by the Vermont Public Utility Commission.

BESS systems near residential areas and water sources are DANGEROUS due to the risk of intense fire caused by the overheating of the lithium-ion batteries that comprise these systems. Fire departments cannot extinguish this type of fire and fires are left to burn themselves out, releasing toxic gases and toxic particulates, including PFAS, into the air and nearby water ways. The Otter Creek is only 0.4 miles downwind from this proposed BESS system. We cannot take this risk to our environment and our neighborhood.

I have done research and many cities and towns are now regretting or barring the installation of BESS systems due to the environmental and financial burden that fire cleanup puts on the Taxpayer, Fire Departments, Public Works and Rescue Squads. As an LLC, Vergennes VT BESS, LLC would have no financial burden for cleanup of pollution beyond their property. PFAS are forever chemicals and cannot be “cleaned up.”

BESS SYSTEMS ARE NOT GREEN! As these battery storage units end their life, they propose an additional environmental hazard as there are no safe disposal options. Also, there are NO benefits for the citizens of Vergennes, as this stored power is NOT being offered to our City, but sold to the highest bidder.  

This Vergennes VT BESS, LLC (a Virginia based company) system is proposed to be in a populated residential area, within 150 ft of a residence. In this video a BESS Safety expert states that BESS projects should BE AT LEAST 335 FEET from a residential or public space and are better suited much farther outside of town and City limits. THERE IS NOT ENOUGH ACREAGE FOR THIS PLAN TO MEET THIS MINIMUM STANDARD.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nffthY0Rvj8

MORE REASONS TO DENY THIS BESS PROJECT IN VERGENNES, VT
Oakham, MA Fire Chief speaks out against BESS:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lr4vVKmREo

This video explains why Westfield, MA rejected BESS projects:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ToqwI4BoLUo

I vehemently oppose this BESS project at 99 Panton Rd., Vergennes, VT
Thank you,
Eugenie Delaney

