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Scenic Areas

Central Vermont is a place of celebrated natural beauty. Its scenic landscapes not only enrich
lives and spirits and attract new businesses and residents, they also provide the basic ingredient
for one of the Region's most important industries - tourism. Each year thousands of visitors travel
here to see the mountain vistas, pastoral scenes, fertile valleys, historic villages, Interstate 89
(which has received awards for its scenery), remote back roads, and woodlands ablaze with
autumn color. Thus, it is in our best interest, both psychologically and economically, to preserve

the best of Central Vermont's visual splendor.

LAND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

As our population increases and ages, more people require shelter, jobs, and places to purchase
and manufacture goods. Consequently, growing areas, or areas preparing for growth, must find
the ways and means to accommodate new construction. In Central Vermont, the pace of new
construction has greatly exceeded the rate of population growth over the past few decades.
In fact, since 1970 the number of new housing units and businesses here has increased at
more than twice the rate of the population. This fact is, in part, indicative of society's appetite
for new products, personal services, and independent living, and in part due to comparatively

large growth in the Region's 18 - 64 year old age cohort group.

Given the uncertainties of the economy and vagaries of society, it is difficult to say whether
this trend will continue unabated over the next few decades. However, it is safe to forecast that
growth and development will continue at some level, and that the Region must be prepared to
accommodate this growth for the good of its residents and its economy. At the same time,
it is important to acknowledge that there are physical, ecological, and economic limits to
current patterns of growth and development. Accordingly, the development policies presented
in this element are intended to guide new land development so as to maximize its economic
and societal benefits while avoiding, to the extent practicable, its environmental and societal

pitfalls.
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Supply quantity is threatened in some locations, as well, because of an increase in impermeable

surfaces in aquifer recharge areas.

Once contaminated, groundwater supplies are difficult and expensive to rehabilitate. New
sources may be hard to find, costly to develop, and susceptible to the same fate as the tainted
source, if treated similarly. It is critical, therefore, that our existing and future groundwater
supplies are protected. The future of our municipalities and their prospects for new growth and

development depend upon the quality and quantity of this important resource.

The State of Vermont has adopted an aggressive groundwater management strategy designed
to promote a proactive approach to the protection of subterranean water supplies. This
strategy includes the delineation of critical recharge zones (known as Wellhead Protection Areas
or WHPA's) for public water supply systems and the establishment of land use guidelines to
reduce contamination potential on these sites. Al- though WHPA's have no individual regulations
attached to them, existing State regulatory programs will regard them as "red flags" indicating

the need for special

consideration of proposed development activities. In addition, the Department of Environmental
Conservation requires that a "source protection plan" that minimizes the contamination risk
within WHPA's be developed.

Surface Waters

The Region's lakes, ponds, rivers and streams represent an invaluable resource. They provide
water for drinking, and domestic and industrial uses. They generate hydroelectric power. They
dilute and assimilate various effluent. They provide recreational and aesthetic values for public
use and enjoyment. They also contribute to the propagation of fish and wildlife and to economic

development.
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On the fluvial erosion front, we have been working with the State of Vermont and member
towns to conduct fluvial erosion hazard assessments for many river and stream segments in
the Region. Using field surveys and GIS technology, we have completed (or will soon
complete) erosion hazard maps for sections of the main stem of the Winooski River and many
of its tributaries, including the North Branch, Jail Branch, Stevens Branch, Kingsbury Branch,
as well as and the Dog and Mad Rivers. It is hoped that municipalities will use this information

to help avoid future life and property damage.

According to the Vermont River Management Program, “the largest single source of flood losses,
both in terms of cost and the number of people affected, is damage to transportation
infrastructure. ” Undersized, or blocked bridges and culverts are a main culprit in
exacerbating flooding and erosion hazards. Accordingly the Commission has, through our Bridge
and Culvert Program, completed detailed inventories of these structures to provide our

municipalities with information on the exact locations and specifications.

Finally, we continue to work with our communities on pre-disaster mitigation planning (see
Utilities, Facilities and Services Element) in order that they meet the Federal eligibility

requirements for disaster recovery and mitigation funding.

Wetlands

Wetlands are areas of land that are "inundated or saturated with water for varying periods of
time during the growing season.”s Wetlands help make the environment more livable. They
are among our most productive and diverse biological communities. They purify surface and
underground water supplies. They are natural flood storage areas during wet periods and

replenish reservoirs during dry spells.

Although wetlands can sometimes present significant and costly obstacles to development, over
the past century or so more than one half of the original wetland acreage in New England has
been destroyed. Now that we are beginning to understand the important ecological functions

that wetlands perform, these special areas are receiving greater protection.

5 Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, Department of Environmental Conservation, Vermont Wetlands Conservation
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