To: Public Utility Commission 

From: Tegan Murray

Rochester resident

Date: January 12, 2026 

Re: Case #25-2931-PET (Proposed telecom tower at 1030 Rt. 100S, Rochester)

Dear folks at the Public Utility Commission,

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter opposing the proposed cell tower here in Rochester. I am writing to you as a concerned resident to ask that you please carefully read through the letters and documents that have been sent to you from many concerned neighbors in our little town. We are asking that you carefully examine each issue and I believe that you will agree with us that the proposed cell tower which was proposed by Vertex violates our “Town Plan.”
Our areas of concern include:

WETLANDS: 
The tower would violate the “Town Plan” in Sections 4B.2- Prohibited Areas wetlands and as you will note the site has a wetland. The “Town Plan” states that towers shall be prohibited from any wetland areas. In the Vertex site plans they show that wetlands run right through the proposed construction.
FLUVIAL EROSION:
See 4B.2-Prohibited Areas (fluvial erosion hazard) Flooding: The Proposed construction would disturb over 8 acres of land area. The slope and grade on the proposed site is unreasonably steep and exceeds an acceptable grade in many areas.
VISIBILITY FROM THE SCENIC BYWAY:
Section 4B.3-Significant Areas (historic sites, Scenic Byways, public parks and trails, and private drinking water supplies). Please note that scenic route 100 is a designated scenic byway and therefore a tower would be a clear violation of our “Town Plan” which states that cell towers are not to be placed on our ridges. The “Town Plan” states that sites for towers shall avoid Scenic Byways and View Sheds. The 140 ft. tower would be an unsightly construction on Scenic Byway Route 100. The tower would be clearly visible from many places along the Scenic Byway for about 2 miles and it would disrupt the view shed. 
HISTORIC PLACES: 
The tower would be visible from Rochester's historic park and would tarnish the beauty that locals and visitors have shared for years at farmer's Markets and concerts
HABITATE:
Rare/Threatened/Endangered Species, Invasive Species. It is my understanding that endangered bats live on the proposed location.
COVERAGE:
It is well noted that this is not a safety issue and as a town we already have coverage from a low AT&T antenna and all 911 calls for anyone who does not have coverage would be reverted to AT&T.
HEALTH CONCERNS:
We are concerned with the the proximity of the cell tower to houses and as a society we are moving to keep towers away from houses and schools and this close proximity would violate safety distances that are now being mandated in many other locations.
This is a clear situation of a big business coming into our town to make money trying to build a cell tower that we do not want and did not ask for! Whether you are driving through town and see all of the “Stop the tower” yard signs, you turn on WCAX and see the TV story about our fight against the tower, or you read the petition signed by over 200 people, our town is in a fight to stop big business from violating our “Town Plan” and compromise the strength of that plan. You will also see the letters from our planning board and select board stating that the proposed tower violates our “Town Plan.”  We have done what we can in our little town and now we are relying on you, the Public Utility Commission to protect our town, our people and our “Town Plan” written by and for the people of Rochester.
Please read everything that all of us have sent to you and please DENY a certificate of public good to Vertex.

Respectfully submitted,
Tegan Murray 

256 Wes Young Drive

Rochester, Vermont 05767

Email: teganmur@gmail.com

Mobile: 617-676-8686 

Home:  802-767-9270

