January 12, 2026
State of Vermont 

Public Utility Commission
Dear P.U.C. Folks,

1) The Proposed Tower site and access road clearly violates the Rochester Town Plan in a number of ways and its construction would impact us economically.

2) We are the owners of two properties in Rochester that would be impacted if the Proposed cell Tower in Rochester is built. One of the properties is on the Route 100 Scenic Byway and the other is one of the original 16 historic one-room schoolhouses in town. We rely on the appeal and beauty of the unspoiled ridgeline. This is our Town’s biggest asset and an unsightly tower would cause economic harm.
3) Scenic View scape: The Town plan states that sites for towers shall avoid Scenic Byways and View Sheds. The 140 ft. tower would be an unsightly distraction on Scenic Byway Route 100. The tower would be clearly visible from many places along the Scenic Byway and it would disrupt the view shed. We rely on the flow of tourists and visitors that expect an unspoiled view.
4) Historic and public parks: The tower would be visible from the Town’s historic Park and would cause us economic harm. Visitors flock to the park to take photographs and soak in the timeless charm.
5) Wetland Areas: The Town Plan states that towers shall be prohibited from any Wetland Areas. Vertex site plans show that wetlands run right through the proposed construction.

6)        Flooding: The Town is responsible for safe-guarding neighboring houses, Route 100, and the river from the real concern for water run-off from the 8 plus acre disturbed land area. Flooding: The Proposed construction would disturb an 8 plus acre land area. The slope and grade on the proposed site is unreasonably steep, exceeding an acceptable grade in many areas.

The proposed Vertex tower would violate our Town Plan and is an unsightly visual intrusion that would be a financial detriment and a scar on our ridgeline. Our ridgeline is the branding of our precious town.

In closing, we urge the Public Utility Commission to honor the Rochester Town Plan and deny this Vertex application.
Sincerely,

Jannah Murray

David Swedick
166 Maple Hill Road

Rochester, VT 05767

802-767-9128

Jsmsundance113@gmail.com  
