To Whom it May Concern:
        I am opposed to the proposed cell tower currently under consideration in the Town of Rochester and I respectfully request that the Board deny the permit for the project.
        The reasons for my opposition are many. My primary objections is that I believe that the project is in violation of the town plan. The 140' tower would be seen from multiple locations along our stunning Route 100 Scenic Byway. The project is also in violation of wetland protections, in that it would adversely affect a designated wetland. And the probability of storm runoff (as shown by the thorough assessment made by Ben Falk, presented to the Rochester Planning Board at prior public meetings) from construction of the roadway up a very steep ridge could prove extremely detrimental in the future - with the increasingly severe storms our region is experiencing as a result of climate change.
        Additional reasons for my opposition are that the provider is arguing that this is a safety issue, when in reality, all SOS calls are already routed through the existing carrier. The provider also claims that the tower will not be visible from many areas of the scenic byway. This is clearly untrue. Additionally, nearby homeowners will certainly lose property value as a direct result of the presence of the tower. 
        This appears to me to be a situation in which a corporation is simply attempting to bulldoze a project through our town, using whatever arguments it can come up with to achieve its goal: financial gain, both for itself and for the property owner on whose land the tower is proposed to be located.
Thank you for your consideration of my opinion, and I respectfully request that you reject the proposal.

All the very best,
Carolyn Burkard  

