Comment on the proposed: Petition of Industrial Tower and Wireless, LLC requesting a certificate of public good, pursuant to 30 V.S.A. § 248a, authorizing the installation of wireless telecommunications equipment on 402 VT Rt 140 in Tinmouth, Vermont.

Case Number: 25-1679-PET
As a Tinmouth Resident, Town Tree Warden and Licensed Forester I would like to voice my highest opposition to this project.  This is absolutely not for the ‘Public Good” which includes the  human, wildlife and plant life that resides here.  
The location of this tower which benefits few if any residents of Tinmouth, has many negative impacts.  My profession as a Forester is to manage and protect the flora and fauna of the land.  The proposed location is surrounded by many Rare, Threatened and Endangered species of plants and animals.  The Tinmouth Channel has been designated by the State to be one of three Class 1 Wetlands.  Class I Wetlands have been determined to be, based on their functions and values, exceptional or irreplaceable in its contribution to Vermont's natural heritage and, therefore, merits the highest level of protection.

There are several State declared Rare Threatened and Endangered areas adjacent and surrounding the proposed site.  There is a Rare Plant within 400’ of the site.  The location is listed as some of the highest Priority Habitat Blocks in the state, there is a State designated Deer Wintering Yard surrounding the area and the whole area is designated as a sensitive area for the Northern Long Eared Bat.
Tinmouth Channel is considered an Important Birding Area (IBA) by the National Audubon Society. The wetland has an ideal habitat for breeding waterfowl and is a resting area for migratory birds. The Class I protection gives this WMA a 300-foot buffer zone, which is essential to sensitive species.
 A significant portion of the forested area within this WMA is one of the larger deer wintering areas in the State. It is of very high quality. The Tinmouth Channel wetland complex is a very diverse and vital area. It contains high-quality habitats for wildlife and migratory birds, including some threatened and endangered species. The wetland contains swamp alders, willows, and buttonbush. Tinmouth Channel has the State’s largest and highest quality open intermediate fen. 

The Tinmouth Channel wetland complex was upgraded in 2001 to a Class I wetland, which affords it the State’s highest protection. Again, this is one of only three wetlands in the State to receive a Class I designation.

Please reject this project!  There are areas that are far better suited for something like this, and it should not be in this amazing small town that is known for its beauty, rural and wild characteristics. 

Please listen to the people of Tinmouth and especially the ones that live near the proposed tower site.  I hope the Public Utility Commission can see that this project is not appropriate here and most certainly is not for “the public good”!
Respectfully, 










    David W. Birdsall

