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MEMORANDUM
To: Louis Hodgetts, Project File
Date: November 8, 2022
From: Grace Glynn
Subject: VZW Marshfield Natural Resources Review

Project No.: 422065

This memorandum summarizes the wetland and waterway site investigation performed on August 19, 2022
along a proposed access road and tower site at 2264 U.S. Route 2, Marshfield VT, as shown on the attached
Natural Resource Atlas Map.

Wetlands and Water Resources

The proposed tower site is located just northwest of an existing powerline cut and on an existing logging road,
and is shown on the attached Location Map. It is located in an upland area of Hemlock-Northern Hardwood
Forest dominated by yellow birch, hemlock, striped maple, paper birch, and red maple with an understory of
hay-scented fern, sensitive fern, interrupted fern, and long beech fern.

Three wetlands were identified within the project area and delineated in accordance with the COE 1987
Wetland Delineation Manual and the COE 2012 Regional Supplement for the Northcentral and Northeast
Region. The wetland boundaries were flagged and recorded using a GPS unit with sub-meter accuracy. The
wetlands are labeled as Wetland A, B, and C. The wetlands are shown on the attached exhibit, and photos are
attached.

Wetland A is palustrine emergent/forested (PEM/PFO) and is located along an existing woods road, adjacent to
an intermittent stream. It is dominated by sensitive fern, cinnamon fern, jewelweed, and white meadowsweet.
The wetland’s principal function is groundwater recharge. This wetland is presumptive Class Il because it is
hydrologically connected to an alder swamp within the powerline cut to the southeast; presumably the entire
wetland complex is over .5 acres in size. Review by the district wetlands ecologist would be necessary to verify
this wetland classification.

Wetland B is palustrine emergent/forested (PEM/PFO) and is located along the woods road. It is dominated by
cinnamon fern, tearthumb, woolsedge, dark-green bulrush, and rattlesnake mannagrass. The wetland’s principal
functions include groundwater recharge and wildlife habitat. This wetland is presumptive Class Il. Review by the
district wetlands ecologist would be necessary to verify this wetland classification.

Wetland Cis palustrine scrub-shrub (PSS) and is dominated by willows, Joe-pye weed, and goldenrods. This

wetland is small, isolated, and has seemingly formed in a created ditch. It is therefore presumptive Class III.
Review by the district wetlands ecologist would be necessary to verify this wetland classification.
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Work in any wetland would require an Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Wetlands Permit. Work in any Class
Il wetland or in the 50ft jurisdictional buffer of any Class Il wetland would require a VT Wetlands Permit.

Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species and Exemplary Natural Communities

The Natural Resources Atlas Map of the area shows no elements of concern (rare, threatened, or endangered
species or significant natural communities) in the immediate project area, as shown on the attached Natural
Resources Map. No rare, threatened, or endangered species or significant natural communities were observed
during the course of field work. The parcel is located at the edge of a medium-priority habitat block. No deer
wintering areas are mapped on the parcel, and none were observed during the course of field work. No
potential bat roost trees or other notable habitat features were observed during the course of field work.

Non-native Invasive Species

Coltsfoot (Tussilago farfara) is common along the woods road. European honeysuckle (Lonicera morrowii) and
moneywort (Lysimachia nummularia) are present in the southwest corner of the study area along the
intermittent stream shown on the attached exhibit. Common barberry (Berberis vulgaris) was seen scattered
throughout the study area. The non-native (but not considered invasive) Sherard’s downy rose (Rosa sherardii)
was observed at the edge of Wetland B.
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VZW Marshfield Wetlands Review: August 19, 2022




Culvert below existing logging road; intermittent stream
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