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October 30, 2024
Holly Anderson, Clerk
Vermont Public Utility Commission
112 State Street, 4th Floor
Montpelier, VT 05620-2701

Re: Status Update - Case No. 24-3023-INV

Dear Ms. Anderson:
On September 27, 2024, the Vermont Public Utility Commission (Commission) issued an order opening an investigation requesting comments from stakeholders regarding developing rate for electric vehicles and electric vehicle supply equipment. Hyde Park Electric (HPE) filed a request for extension for the submission and implementation of tariffs in Case 23-3582-PET. The Commission granted the extension on May 14, 2024.  HPE now provides the following comments in response to questions in the above-mentioned case.
In the investigation, the Commission asked: For utilities that received extensions, please describe your progress toward filing your EV rates with the Commission for approval.  
At this time and recognizing that HPE still has 18 months to present its tariff and or program given the extension request, HPE continues to discuss prospective tariff and program designs with various industry organizations in an attempt to develop a list of potential efforts that HPE can choose from.  One key component that HPE believes to be essential to developing an effective program is a change in its present-day metering equipment and platform.  HPE had sought monies through a government program and just received notice that the application HPE submitted was not selected.  While HPE was considering other funding sourcing options, HPE has restarted its efforts to seek a larger number of potential funding sources to procure the metering equipment and platform. 
Secondly, the Commission requested: Please identify and discuss any continuing barriers to your progress toward meeting the goals of subsections (a) and (b) of Act 55.
Aside from the aforementioned circumstance, HPE hears from its customers both viewpoints on how HPE should or should not advocate or promote EV and EVSE services.  In a customer survey, nearly 50 percent of respondents indicated that they were interested in securing electric vehicles now or in the near future (next 5 years).  Further, customers weren’t interested in paying incremental retail rates for advanced energy devices, such as EV, storage, or such.  Trying to balance these program aspects while developing programs creates an imbalance in expectations and ability to offer an effective design.  
Thirdly, the Commission asked: Please describe your service upgrade practices related to the installation across the utility, including a description of the frequency and typical costs of EVSE-related service upgrades and ratepayer impact.
As noted above, HPE has yet to establish its program and does not have factual results to share at this time.  That said, as with any HPE electric service request, HPE will employ cause-causation principles on any customer request for EV and EVSE services.  In order to mitigate potential exposures to customers who choose not to deploy EV or EVSE services, HPE takes the position that those costs for these services should be borne by the customers who desire EV and EVSE services. 
Lastly, the Commission requests utilities to offer: Any other topics for inclusion in the 2025 EV report or suggestions for workshops or written filings. 
HPE does not have any comments on this request.  
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this information.

Respectfully,
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Brian Evans-Mongeon
Village Manager

image1.tif




image2.png
’%um, :Uw Vmﬁ{%‘




