STATE OF VERMONT
PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Case No. 24-3023 -INV 

	Public Utility Commission 2024 Investigation into Rates Related to Electric Vehicles
	



TOWN OF STOWE ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT’S RESPONSE 
TO COMMISSION’S INFORMATION REQUESTS.

On 9/27/2024, the Vermont Public Utility Commission (Commission) issued an order opening an investigation requesting comments from stakeholders regarding developing rates for electric vehicles and electric vehicle supply equipment. SED now provides the following comments to the Commission’s requests for information:
1. For utilities that received exemptions.
ANS:	SED has not requested an exemption.
2. For utilities that received extensions, please describe your progress toward filing your EV rates with the Commission for approval.

ANS:	SED requested an extension in Case Number 23-3615-PET to file rates for electric vehicles (EVs), plug-in electric vehicles (PEVs), and electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE) by 01/31/2025.  In 2023, SED transitioned its operations, billing, financial, and customer service software programs to the National Information Solutions Cooperative (NISC) enterprise platform. This platform is utilized by over 950 municipal and rural cooperatives nationwide, including four Vermont distribution utilities. At the end of Q1 2024, SED completed the integration of the NISC enterprise software platform into its IT network and daily operations. 
In April 2024, SED negotiated a contract with a cost of service and rate design specialist to begin the comprehensive review of SED’s current tariffs and provide SED updates to its time of use rates, interruptible load tariff, and a rate structure that either incorporates EVs, PEVs, and EVSE into existing time of use rates or creates new tariffs to address the mandate required by Act 55. As of the date of this filing, SED has not received from its consultant recommendations to address these issues.
SED continues to work with its consultant to develop an updated time of use rate for its residential and commercial customer classes and a tariff design that meets the requirements of Act 55.  SED anticipates having a rate design and tariff that meets the requirements of Act 55 completed before the 01/31/2025 deadline. 

3. For utilities that filed new tariffs that were approved by the Commission.
ANS:	SED has not filed new tariffs for EVs, PEVs, or EVSE.

4. For all utilities: 
a. Please identify and discuss any continuing barriers to your progress toward meeting the goals of subsections (a) and (b) of Act 55. 

ANS:	SED does not anticipate any additional or new barriers towards meeting the goals of Act 55. SED staff continue to work diligently with its cost of service and rate design specialist to develop a tariff structure that meets the goals of Act 55 in a least-cost manner that minimizes cross-subsidization between rate-classes. SED continues to research opportunities to leverage the capabilities of the NISC platform, which can improve education and outreach related to EVs, PEVs, and EVSE and streamline the rebate process. SED also continues to research opportunities to develop a demand side management program that can further incentivize customers and ev users and would bring SED’s program closer to those programs offered by Vermont Electric Cooperative, Burlington Electric Department, and Green Mountain Power. 
b. Please describe your service upgrade practices related to the installation of EVSE across all electric distribution utilities, including a description of the frequency and typical costs of EVSE-related service upgrades and ratepayer impact.

ANS:	SED is not aware of a distribution service upgrade that was required for a residential or commercial customer to safely install EVSE or utilize Level 1 charging at their property.  SED does not have information on the frequency of customer-initiated upgrades to customer owned equipment for EVSE or Level 1 charging within our service territory. SED owns and maintains 9 Level 2 chargers and 1 Level 3 charger in our service territory. This appears to provide SED residential customers, especially those in condominiums, sufficient infrastructure to charge their vehicles. 
SED provides rebates for Level 2 chargers capable of enrolling in a demand side management program – this is to future proof infrastructure for when, or if, SED develops a demand side management program capable of curtailing charging during peak events. As of the date of this filing, SED has not provided any rebates to single-family or multi-family housing for EVSE.
	SED is aware that some condominium associations have foregone installing Level 2 charging equipment because the cost of the make-ready work does not justify the expense to serve a limited number of residents who own EVs or PEVs. SED is aware that in these cases residential customers either utilize Level 1 charging, take advantage of EVSE owned and operated by SED, or utilize workplace charging located outside of Stowe.  SED understands that the condominium associations are planning for building out EVSE within their properties but are looking for additional State and Federal funding to support infrastructure costs. SED is also aware that the lack of cellular coverage in some parts of SED’s service territory can limit the type of EVSE that a customer can install. 
SED staff often communicates with customers about the potential costs to install a Level 2 or Level 3 charging station at their location, which can include upgrades to building’s electrical wiring and service panel, customer owned secondary service, installation costs for EVSE, and an upgrade to the transformer serving the load. SED has not required an upgrade to a transformer serving a residential customer who installed Level 1 or Level 2 charging equipment. 
SED is aware that customers/developers that build new homes or complete major renovations to existing homes will upgrade equipment to prepare for new EVs, PEVs, and EVSE loads. However, SED is not aware of any distribution system upgrade required for a new home or home renovations solely because of EVs, PEVs, or EVSE. 
SED is aware of small commercial customers in the resort and hospitality sectors have installed Level 2 charging stations.  However, these installations have not required upgrades to the distribution system. SED is not aware of the costs small commercial customers paid to install EVSE. SED provides rebates for EVSE installed at public, commercial, and business locations. As of the date of this filing, 3 customers have received rebates from SED. SED is not aware of any commercial customer interested in paying for the installation costs of a Level 3 charger.
SED is aware that several commercial customers who have built new buildings or substantially upgraded existing buildings have endeavored to meet “Level 2 ready” building requirements listed in the 2024 Commercial Building Energy Standards. SED is aware that the cost associated with developing ev ready parking, cellular coverage, and the lack of overall parking spaces in Stowe are significant barriers to the installation of EVSE among our commercial customers. 


5. Any other topics for inclusion in the 2025 EV report or suggestions for workshops or written filings.

ANS:	SED does not have additional suggestions for workshops or written filings on this issue. SED supports the Legislative mandate in Act 55, the efforts of the Commission, the Vermont Department of Public Service, and Efficiency Vermont to support the DUs in this initiative, and the Tier III framework that allows for incentives for EVs, PEVs, and EVSE. 

Dated at Stowe, Vermont, this 30th day of October, 2024.


Sincerely,
____/s/ Michael Lazorchak_____________
Michael Lazorchak
Town of Stowe Electric Department 
Regulatory Affairs
Stowe, Vermont 05672
(802) 253-7215
mlazorchak@stoweelectric.com  
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