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PO Box 26
Rupert, VT 05768
www.vermontwoodlands.org

September 15, 2024
Vermont Public Utilities Commission						
112 State Street
Montpelier, Vermont 05620

Dear PUC Commissioners:

The Vermont Woodlands Association is pleased to offer its support for the Vermont Renewable Gas Project (VRG) in the Section 248(j) Certificate of Public Good process. This proposed facility, to be located in the St. Johnsbury-Lyndon Industrial Park in Caledonia County, aligns with our mission to promote sustainable forest management and environmental stewardship.

Founded in 1915, the Vermont Woodlands Association is a statewide nonprofit representing over 600 members who collectively manage more than 220,000 acres of woodland. As the largest and oldest private woodland owner organization in Vermont, we are deeply committed to the responsible use and conservation of our state’s natural resources.  We have several reasons for supporting this project, but two are especially relevant to our organization’s focus on sustainable practices and environmental impact:

First, any knowledgeable forester or forest landowner will explain to you that the most
difficult problem a landowner managing their property will face is finding a market for the low-
quality wood generated during stand improvement cuttings or through an actual sustainable
harvest. Markets for low quality wood have suffered for decades due to the loss of mills and
changing technologies. The few bright spots for this market are the Ryegate Plant, Burlington
Electric, and most important, the legislature-supported program for heating our schools with
wood. This last program is a critical player because of the small size and large number of its
individual operations, and the potential for expansion both in schools and power production,
specifically combined heat and power plants, and in this case, Biochar and power production.
The licensure of the VRG facility is local, in the right place that will support the Orderly
Development of the Region, an important Section 248 criteria. It will utilize 25,000 tons of low-
quality wood (green chips) from an area with more than sufficient capacity to supply this
wood, supporting the important Section 248 item of protection for natural resources. Such a
small plant will need fewer truck loads, less route driving, and will complement the local areas
loggers and foresters’ efforts both in more business and jobs.

Second, is the size of the operation with respect to power generation. The state is facing
serious limits on the transmission of power in the state due to the generation of solar and
wind power, and the growth of a few urban centers. Producing power in large quantities
exacerbates this problem because of transmission bottlenecks, witness the Sheffield Highgate
Export Interface (SHEI). For this reason, a Section 248 requirement is that facilities not have
undue adverse impacts on the transmission system and promote system stability and reliability. VRG - Lyndon addresses these concerns. Allowing many small CHP- type operations allow the possibility of significant green power production in Vermont without the cost of major upgrades to the state’s transmission system. Such small operations under 5MW fit the state perfectly- solving steady-state power shortages locally, characterized by very small
ground footprints, very low emissions, reduced truck traffic and road maintenance on state
highways, easier involvement of local communities over their development and resources,
helping private woodland owners with improving their woodlots, and in alignment with state
mandates for greener power solutions. VRG will generate clean energy for Vermont while
sequestering carbon through biochar applications.

As the Ruffed Grouse and American Woodcock Societies have already stressed to this
Commission in their public comments, Rural Vermont is at a crossroads and our working lands
economy is at a tipping point. With increased operations costs in comparison to the value of
our harvests coupled with the stressors of a changing climate; we need to think innovatively.
Our state regulators need to encourage entrepreneurs to invest in Vermont’s clean energy
future and in the economic vitality of our rural Northeast Kingdom region. 

For all of the reasons above, we strongly ask for your support for a Certificate of Public Good for the
Vermont Renewable Gas project.


Sincerely, 






Allan Thompson

President, Vermont Woodlands Association 
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