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HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: Good morning
and this is a scheduling conference in Case Number
24-0969-TF, tariff filing of Woodstock Aqueduct
Company for a change in rates pursuant to 30 V.S.A.
Section 225 effective on service rendered on or after
May 16, 2024. My name is Elizabeth Schilling. I'm a
Deputy General Counsel for the Public Utility
Commission and I've been appointed to be the hearing
officer in this matter. With me is Andrea Poppiti
who is an utility analyst with the Commission and is
also working on this case. 1I'll start by taking
appearances. If any party or participant intends to
record today's hearing via video or audio, please
indicate this when you provide your name for the
court reporter. I'll ask the parties to introduce
themselves in turn and I'll start with the
Department.

MR. GUZMAN: Good morning. Eric Guzman
on behalf of the Department of Public Service.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: Thank you.
Woodstock Aqueduct Company.

MR. McCLAIN: Good morning. My name is
Owen McClain from Sheehey Furlong & Behm representing
Woodstock Aqueduct Company, and Woodstock's water

manager Jireh Billings is on the call as well.
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HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: Great.
Thank you.

MR. BILLINGS: 3Jireh Billings from
Woodstock Aqueduct Company.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: Thanks. So
yesterday on May 16, 2024 Woodstock Aqueduct Company
filed a proposed schedule in this proceeding and you
stated that the Department of Public Service was
agreeable with the proposed schedule. Did either
party have any addendums or additions you wanted to
mention regarding the schedule?

MR. McCLAIN: Not from us, no. I think
we worked on the schedule together and we like it and
we're happy to discuss any questions, but I think
it's good from our perspective.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: Great. So I
see that the schedule includes an information session
to be led by the Department and a public hearing on
Thursday, June 6, 2024. Does anyone have any
objections to holding those virtually with the
information session starting at 6:30 p.m. and then
the public hearing starting immediately following at
7 but no earlier than 7 p.m.

MR. McCLAIN: No. At least from

Woodstock's perspective we don't have an objection to
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doing it remotely. I know the Commission has been
doing all of these -- just as a point of reference
there's been a lot of public discussion about the
water company in Woodstock and the town has actually
held some information sessions regarding the
potential sale of the company and those have been in
person. So, you know, we're happy to provide further
information around what sort of has been going on in
Woodstock if that's helpful to the Commission, but --

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: Would there
be a preference to hold it in person somewhere in
Woodstock?

MR. McCLAIN: I think that we have a
slight preference for it to be in person.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: Okay.

MR. McCLAIN: That's right, right,
Jireh? I think we talked about that. I mean I
think, you know, it's -- the other meetings have been
in person down there and there might be sort of an
advantage to consistency with, you know, for people,
for customers and for residents that have, you know,
have participated or would like to come down and talk
to people. So, you know, like I said I don't think
we have an objection, but if the Commission was

interested, we would also be happy to do it in
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person.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: Is there an
in-person location that you all would be able to
secure for us for that?

MR. BILLINGS: 1I'm usually able to
secure the Town Hall.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: The Town
Hall?

MR. BILLINGS: Yes.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: Okay.

MR. McCLAIN: 3Jireh, correct me if I'm
wrong, we're not certain that the Town Hall would be
available to us at that precise hour on that precise
date, are we?

MR. BILLINGS: Right. If I got that
nailed down if it needed to be had, I could find out
by the beginning of next week if it were possible.

MR. McCLAIN: Okay yeah.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: Okay. Well
if you were able to file something with us by say
next Wednesday, May 22nd, regarding the location --

MR. McCLAIN: Yeah we can do that. I
mean how does this sound? Why don't we see if we can
secure the Town Hall for the June 6th date and we'll

file something indicating that that is possible
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before next Wednesday, and in the event it's not
available, we'll indicate that and we can have it
virtually I suppose.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: Okay. So I
could issue a schedule stating that the public
hearing will happen on the 6th and stating something
about will follow up with information about whether
it would be held virtually or in person.

MR. McCLAIN: Okay.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: Let's see
what else. How does Woodstock Aqueduct plan to
provide notice to its customers of the information
session and public hearing?

MR. McCLAIN: So we have provided a
broad on -- already sent out on bill customer notice
of the proceeding consistent with the earlier sort of
part of the transaction with the Commission. I think
probably the most effective and timely thing is to --
is to publish something locally. Jireh, can we
publish something in the paper or post it on a public
-- what's the best way to, you know, provide --

MR. BILLINGS: We have the local paper,
the Vermont Standard, and I'm sure we can get it in
there.

MR. McCLAIN: How often does that get

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-6067
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issued?

MR. BILLINGS: Once a week.

MR. McCLAIN: Okay and so if we have a
-- if we have -- let's see June 6, if we have -- yeah
SO -- so yeah if we decide that early next week then
we could -- we could get it into the paper next week
or that following week, the week in advance of the --
of the public hearing if that works.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: Yes that
sounds appropriate. That sounds good. Let's see
what other items did I have? The schedule includes
the week of October 7, 2024 for the evidentiary
hearing. Are there any objections to going ahead and
scheduling that for Tuesday, October 8?

MR. GUZMAN: No objection from the
Department. We would be available then.

MR. McCLAIN: That works for me. Jireh,
does Tuesday the 8th work for you if we have to have
an evidentiary hearing?

MR. BILLINGS: Yes it will.

MR. McCLAIN: Thank you.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: Thank you,
and then I was hoping to set a deadline for Woodstock
Aqueduct to file any responses to public comments

that have been received up to this point and I was
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thinking setting a deadline of June 5, 2024 which
would be before the public hearing just to provide
any responses that you might have to the public
comments that have been filed up until that date.
Any objections to that?

MR. McCLAIN: No not at all, but I just
out of curiosity just because I'm not -- I'm not used
to having my client file responses to public comments
necessarily, is that something that you would like us
to do because I think we're happy to do it.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: It can be
helpful especially if there are like particular
points or questions that have been raised in the
public comments that would be useful to address in
writing especially in light of the public hearing.

MR. McCLAIN: I think that's definitely
doable. For example, some of the public comments
have suggested that there's been a lack of investment
in the water system and I think we plan to present
during the information session some information --
general background information so that people are a
little more informed about what's going on at the
Woodstock Aqueduct, but we're happy to file similar
information just about -- I don't want to overstate

it, but my understanding talking to Jireh there's
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10
been quite a long and concerted effort to make lots
of investment in the water company. So that's one
point I think we might -- we might respond to if that
made sense.

You know the company's ongoing
maintenance has included lots of different things
including installing wells, changing the -- changing
the -- they used to have like -- they had -- they
used to have like a reservoir, an open air reservoir,
and so a lot of these are driven by the water supply
side so we had to -- now it's supplied by a well.
There's a big tank, there's a lot of distribution
line for that, there's all kinds of work that -- so
there's been a lot of stuff we can talk about. The
other --

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: I think that
type of information like that that you can provide in
writing is just helpful to address in comments.

MR. McCLAIN: We can do that. What
format should -- would you like us --

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: A letter is
fine and you can say this is in response to these
particular public comments filed on these dates and
just a letter.

MR. McCLAIN: Not as like prefiled

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-6067




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

11

testimony?

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: No not as
prefiled testimony or a motion. Great. Thank you.
So is there anything else related to this schedule
that the parties would like to discuss today?

MR. McCLAIN: Not from our perspective,
no. I think we're good.

MR. GUZMAN: Nothing from the
Department.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: And then
anything else in general regarding the case the
parties wanted to bring up today?

MR. McCLAIN: No. I mean I think -- I
think you know we've -- we've -- we've -- we're
looking forward to, you know, working with folks that
get involved. I mean obviously there's been a lot of
interest in this in Woodstock and so, you know, the
schedule I think is -- provides a nice sort of long
runway for us to all share information. It is my
hope and ambition that, you know, once the Department
files its testimony that we might be able to sort of
expedite the resolution of the case at that point and
not have too much additional process. So I guess --
I guess it is my hope that we might be able to

shorten things up if that's possible, but we're
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certainly happy to -- to go through all the steps
here as well.

HEARING OFFICER SCHILLING: All right.
Well thanks for participating this morning and if
there's nothing further, we're adjourned. Thank you
all.

(Adjourned at 11:12 a.m.)
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CERTIFTICATE

I, JoAnn Q. Carson, do hereby certify that
I recorded by stenographic means the scheduling conference
re: Case Number 24-0969-TF via Go To Meeting on May 17,
2024, beginning at 11 a.m.

I further certify that the foregoing
testimony was taken by me stenographically and thereafter
reduced to typewriting, and the foregoing 12 pages are a
transcript of the stenograph notes taken by me of the
evidence and the proceedings, to the best of my ability.

I further certify that I am not related to
any of the parties thereto or their Counsel, and I am in
no way interested in the outcome of said cause.

Dated at Burlington, Vermont, this 17th day

of May, 2024.

&,)/Wl/\-/ (@, 6&/0%’7“‘

JoAnn Q.(Zarson

Court Reporter
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