

I urge you to turn down BED’s request for approval for spending $42 million to build a pipeline from the electric plant to the UVM Medical Center.  Everything I have learned about the project seems nuts.  The expense.  Burning wood/biomass in the face of the accelerating climate crisis.  Bill McKibben, who not long ago saw biomass as a promising source of fuel, has now concluded that it’s a very bad idea.  It turns out that burning biomass is even more polluting than coal.  And the source of the biomass, wood chips, results in the cutting down of trees that provide the benefit of absorbing CO2 from the atmosphere.  There must be more efficient, cost effective, and less polluting ways to accomplish this need.  Geothermal?  I hope you will seek better and less short-sighted options and turn down BED’s request.

Thank you.

