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June 28th, 2023 

Ms. Holly Anderson, Clerk 
Vermont Public Utility Commission 
112 State Street 
Post Office Drawer 20 
Montpelier, Vermont 05620-2701 

Re: Case No. 22-2954-PET, Vermont Council on Rural Development 
comments on equity and electric system benefits within Efficiency Vermont’s 
2024-2026 Demand Resources Plan Update Proposal 

Dear Clerk Anderson, 

The Vermont Council on Rural Development (VCRD) would like to share our 
thoughts and perspective on the issue of electric system benefits as it relates to 
this proceeding.  

VCRD is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization committed to supporting 
Vermont’s rural communities in defining their futures. We work with our 
partners, including Efficiency Vermont, to bring deep engagement and 
equitable access to all Vermonters regardless of how they identify 
themselves.    

In VCRD’s Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Commitment statement 
we acknowledge that Black people, Indigenous people and People of Color 
(BIPOC) have long faced and continue to face historic and systemic barriers of 
racism which impede or exclude them from civic participation, decision-
making, and equal and fair educational and economic opportunity.  We also 
see that especially in rural communities, renters and low-income households 
are disproportionately cost and energy burdened. 

Over the past year we have worked with Efficiency Vermont to identify and 
address ways in which these barriers have impeded their services reaching 
BIPOC and other marginalized populations in Vermont. While we agree that it 
is important for Efficiency Vermont to place a continued focus on delivering 
electric systems benefits, we also see that they must continue investing 
resources to address these barriers. We hope that regulators can understand 
that sometimes equitable access to services costs more, but pay abundant 
dividends in health, well-being and trust in our public systems. 

While the work we have done Efficiency Vermont may not yield large 
electrical savings projects, we do feel it is critical to helping all Vermonters 
get the most benefit from their payment of the Energy Efficiency Charge. 

We appreciate the opportunity to share our perspective on this proceeding and 
would be happy to discuss further with the regulators if needed.  

Sincerely, 

Jessica Savage 
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