
STATE OF VERMONT 
PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

 
Case No. 23-1364-INV 
 
Public Utility Commission 2023 Investigation 
into Rates Related to Electric Vehicles 

 

 
        Order entered:  
 

ORDER OPENING AN INVESTIGATION AND REQUESTING COMMENTS 

On June 3, 2021, Act 55, entitled “An act relating to the Transportation Program and 

miscellaneous changes to laws related to transportation,” was signed into law.1  Section 33 of 

Act 55 directs the Vermont Public Utility Commission (“Commission”) to file an annual report 

with the Legislature for four years, through January 15, 2025, regarding the progress of Vermont 

distribution utilities on implementing rates related to plug-in electric vehicles (“EVs” or “PEVs”) 

and electric vehicle supply equipment (“EVSE”).  With this order, the Commission opens an 

investigation to gather the information needed to file its third report in January of 2024.   

The Commission issued its first annual report to the Legislature on this topic on January 

15, 2022, based on information collected in Case No. 21-5271-INV.  The Commission’s second 

report was submitted to the Legislature on January 15, 2023, using information gathered in Case 

No. 22-4869-INV.2  Before Act 55 was enacted, the Commission released two reports that 

addressed electrification of the transportation system more broadly.3   

The Commission’s reports on EV rates must be developed “in consultation with the 

Department of Public Service and State electric distribution utilities” and “address the goals 

delineated in subdivisions (c)(1)(A)–(F) of [Section 33], as applicable, and any progress barriers 

towards the goals contained in subsections (a) and (b) of this section.”4  In addition to the 

Commission’s reporting requirements, Section 33 of Act 55 directs distribution utilities to 

develop rates that will help manage EV-related loads for improved cost containment, while 

 
1 Public Act No. 55 (2021 Vt., Bien. Sess.) (“Act 55”). 
2 The Commission’s 2021 and 2021 reports to the Legislature can be found in the “Commission Issued 

Documents” sections of Case Nos. 21-5271-INV and 22-4869-INV. 
3 See the Commission’s report Promoting the Ownership and Use of Electric Vehicles, of June 27, 2019, 

available at https://puc.vermont.gov/sites/psbnew/files/doc_library/Electric%20vehicles%20report.pdf, and the 
Commission’s report Supplemental Electric Vehicle Report Submitted Pursuant to Section 35 of Act 59 of the 2019-
2020 Vermont Legislative Session of December 13, 2019, available in Case No. 19-3009-INV. 

4 Act 55, Section 33(f). 
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encouraging increased customer participation in EV rates and the adoption of EVs.  Utilities are 

required to offer EV rates to their customers by June 30, 2024, and several utilities already offer 

EV rates.   

In past investigations opened pursuant to Act 55, the Commission has gathered 

information about the utilities’ progress exclusively in written form through information 

requests.  Because the deadline by which distribution utilities must offer EV rates is rapidly 

approaching, this year’s investigation will involve both written information gathering and 

workshops to allow a more robust discussion of the utilities’ understanding of their obligations 

under Act 55 and their progress toward meeting those obligations.  Given the timelines allowed 

by 30 V.S.A. §§ 225(b) and 227(a) for tariff filings, the Commission expects that utilities will 

have filed their EVSE tariffs before the 2024 report is due.5 

To facilitate the discussion, the Commission provides its understanding of the distribution 

utilities’ obligations under Act 55.  Section 33(b) of Act 55 requires “all State distribution 

utilities” to “offer PEV rates, which may include rates for electricity sales to an entire customer 

premises, for public and private EVSE.”  Act 55 specifies goals that the EV rates should 

encourage, and the criteria that the Commission will apply when evaluating a utility’s proposed 

EV rate.6  Section 33(d) provides a limited exemption to the requirements of subsection (b) for 

utilities that have EV rates that were approved by the Commission before July 1, 2021, but the 

exemption only extends to “the relevant rate classes, market segments, or customer segments in 

which the PEV rates are offered.”  Based on the above provisions, the Commission understands 

Act 55 to require each distribution utility to offer multiple EV rates, including rates for public 

and private EVSE as well as for “the relevant rate classes, market segments, and customer 

segments” within the public and private EVSE categories, as applicable. 

In its 2024 report, the Commission will again provide an inventory of utilities’ existing 

rates related to EVs and EVSE, and an update on the utilities’ progress toward meeting the 

requirements of Act 55.  The Commission also plans to include a list of pending EV-related 

tariffs that have been filed with the Commission in advance of the June 30, 2024, deadline. 

 
5 To meet the June 30, 2024, deadline set by the Legislature in Act 55, the utilities will need to file their tariffs 

by October 16, 2023, to allow for the 45-day review and seven-month investigation periods. 
6 Act 55, Sections (b)(1)-(b)(4), (c)(1)-(c)(2). 
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To update the Commission on the distribution utilities’ progress and any anticipated 

problems with meeting the deadline, the Commission requests that each distribution utility 

submit written comments addressing the following topics: 

1. The approximate date that you expect to file your tariffs with the Commission. 

2. Whether you will file multiple EVSE tariffs, and to which rate classes, market 
segments, or customer segments those rates will apply. 

3. Progress barriers that you are encountering that could prevent you from meeting the 
requirements of Sections (a) and (b) of Act 55 and possible solutions to overcoming 
those barriers. 

4. Whether you already offer an EVSE rate that qualifies for the exemption of Act 55, 
Section (d).  Please identify the rate class, market segment, or customer segment to 
which the exemption applies. 

5. Whether you expect to request an extension under Act 55, Section (e), with respect to 
any of the EVSE rate classes, market segments, or customer segments. 

6. Suggested topics for additional workshops or written filings. 

The Commission also invites comments relevant to the above topics or this Order from any other 

participant or interested party, including the Vermont Department of Public Service. 

Please file your responses by May 31, 2023.  The Commission will also convene a 

workshop to discuss the responses and asks the participants to select one of the following 

available dates: June 19 (A.M. only), June 22 (A.M. only), or June 23 (A.M. or P.M.), 2023.  The 

Commission asks that the participants in this investigation confer with each other on the 

preferred date and notify the Commission of their decision by no later than May 4, 2023. 

 

SO ORDERED. 
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Dated at Montpelier, Vermont, this . 

) 
Anthony Z. Roisman )    PUBLIC UTILITY 

)  
) 
)        COMMISSION 

Margaret Cheney ) 
) 
)        OF VERMONT 
) 

J. Riley Allen ) 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK 

Filed:  

Attest:   
Clerk of the Commission 

Notice to Readers:  This decision is subject to revision of technical errors.  Readers are requested to notify 
the Clerk of the Commission (by e-mail, telephone, or in writing) of any apparent errors, in order that any necessary 
corrections may be made.  (E-mail address:  puc.clerk@vermont.gov)  

27th day of April, 2023

April 27, 2023 

mailto:puc.clerk@vermont.gov
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