207 Tiny Mountain RD
Mount Holly, VT  05758
May 25, 2022

Vermont Public Utilities Commission
112 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05620
May 27, 2022

To the Public Utilities Commission,
I find it amazing that the Vermont Public Utilities Commission is now ignoring legislation designed to promote alternative energy by proposing a series of rule changes with the apparent goal of reducing installations of solar power across the state.  Much of the Commission’s analysis appears to be based on the faulty assumption that using Hydro Quebec’s existing capacity somehow reduces global warming when the goal needs to be increasing real renewable energy.
Changes over the past few years have reduced the financial incentive for homeowners to install solar panels for their own houses.  Those changes have had the desired effect of reducing new installations.  By further reducing this incentive the proposed rule will further reduce installation.  The PUC apparently does not care that the legislature require net-metering rules to advance the goals and targets for reducing greenhouse gasses.
Not satisfied with making Solar less attractive for homeowners, the PUC has made it much more difficult to get state approval for community solar projects to provide solar for homeowners whose houses are poorly situated. Several years ago we could choose from a range of new community solar projects but recently there are almost none.  The proposed rules would make it unlikely that there will be any.
While revising a few sentences of your proposal might help a bit, what you really need to do is to toss out every paragraph of your proposal and instead design a rule that will encourage new net-metering projects by both individual homeowners and community solar groups.  I realize that it is probably a waste of my time to write to a commission that seems to be unalterably opposed to solar energy.  The next step will be to convince the legislature to reject your misguided proposal in its entirety and to demand that you design a rule to promote solar power as required by law.

Sincerely,

David Martin

