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December 10, 2021

Anthony Z. Roisman, Chair
Margaret Cheney, Commissioner
Sarah Hofmann, Commissioner
Vermont Public Utility Commission
112 State St, Montpelier, VT 05620
Re: 21-1107-Pet
Dear Chair Roisman and Commissioners Cheney and Hofmann,
It is our understanding that the Public Utility Commission (PUC) is reviewing petition 21-1107-Pet to determine whether or not the PUC has been granted authority by the Vermont Legislature to authorize a new kind of “self-managed” energy utility, at the request of GlobalFoundries, who proposes to create such a utility and requests that it be exempted from the state’s Renewable Energy Standard, efficiency requirements, and effectively exempted from Global Warming Solutions Act requirements. 

We believe that the PUC lacks the authority to approve or create a “self-managed” utility. This concept does not appear anywhere in Vermont statute and the concept thus ought to be subject to the legislative process, particularly at a time when other utilities and Vermonters will be working hard to comply with the requirements mentioned above. 

The Vermont Legislature has not enacted a statute authorizing the establishment of anything like a so-called “self-managed” utility, and has not granted rulemaking authority for the PUC to create such an entity. Nor has the Legislature authorized the PUC to establish a regulatory program in which a proposed “self-managed” utility, or any other entity like it, would be permitted to circumvent legislation such as the Renewable Energy Standard or the Global Warming Solutions Act.

Defining and exempting a new form of utility without legislative approval would set a dangerous precedent for both the Vermont Legislature and the PUC with regards to our respective roles and processes.

Given that the Vermont Legislature has not granted the PUC authority over so-called “self-managed” utilities or anything similar, we request that you dismiss this petition. This will allow the Legislature to exercise its proper authority as the body charged with creating new law.

Sincerely,

Senator Alison Clarkson
Senator Kesha Ram Hinsdale
Senator Cheryl Hooker
Senator Virginia Lyons
Senator Chris Pearson
Senator Anthony Pollina
Representative Peter Anthony
Representative Mollie Burke
Representative Michelle Bos-Lun
Representative Brian Cina
Representative Sara Coffey
Representative Selene Colburn
Representative Mollie Cordes
Representative Caleb Elder
Representative Kathleen James
Representative Jim Masland
Representative Jim McCullough
Representative Mike Mrowicki
Representative Emma Mulvaney-Stanak
Representative Avram Patt
Representative Barbara Rachelson
Representative Larry Satcowitz
Representative Taylor Small
Representative Heather Surprenant
Representative Tanya Vyhovsky
Representative Tommy Walz
Representative Becca White
Representative Michael Yantachka
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