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November 4, 2021
Anthony Z. Roisman, Chair
Margaret Cheney, Commissioner
Sarah Hofmann, Commissioner
Vermont Public Utility Commission
112 State St, Montpelier, VT 05620
Re: 21-1107-Pet
Dear Chair Roisman and Commissioners Cheney and Hofmann,
I understand the Public Utility Commission (PUC) is taking steps to determine whether the Legislature has given it jurisdiction to create a new type of utility, specifically a “self-managed” utility that does not exist in Vermont statute and would likely be inconsistent with Vermont’s Renewable Energy Standards, the Global Warming Solutions Act, and other acts of the Legislature. 

The PUC is doing so at the request of GlobalFoundries, Vermont’s largest electricity user, through its review of petition 21-1107-Pet. 

I am deeply concerned that GlobalFoundries has asked the PUC to do something it lacks authority to do.  Allowing any new type of utility is a decision that must be left to the Legislature, but the Legislature has not enacted a statute authorizing the establishment of a so-called “self-managed” utility, nor has it granted rulemaking authority for the PUC to create such an entity.  Nor has the Legislature authorized the PUC to establish a regulatory program in which a proposed “self-managed” utility, or any utility, would be permitted to circumvent legislation such as the Renewable Energy Standards or the Global Warming Solutions Act.

It therefore appears GlobalFoundries is asking the PUC to bypass the Legislature in order to create a new far-reaching policy.

This raises serious questions about the primacy of the Legislature and the authority of the Commission to execute enacted laws and our future energy policies. 

The General Assembly has, in fact, enacted both the Renewable Energy Standards and the Global Warming Solutions Act, seeing them as essential to meeting our climate goals. 

Allowing a large electrical user to use the PUC as a venue to essentially opt out of Vermont’s Renewable Energy Standards and the Global Warming Solutions Act is a dangerous precedent that may well undermine our efforts to address climate change. 

I ask that you dismiss the petition because the Legislature has not granted the PUC jurisdiction over so-called “self-managed” utilities.  Doing so will properly allow the Legislature to consider these questions and determine whether to grant the PUC authority over such entities.


Sincerely,




Anthony Pollina 
Senator for Washington County
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