STATE OF VERMONT
PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Case No. 20-2022-INV

Determination of 2021 Energy Efficiency
Charge Rates

Order entered: 06/15/2021

ORDER APPROVING BURLINGTON ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT’S PROPOSED
ENERGY EFFICIENCY CHARGE RATES FOR NET-METERING CUSTOMERS WITHOUT
PRODUCTION METERS

I. INTRODUCTION

This case concerns the determination of energy efficiency charge (“EEC”) rates for 2021
pursuant to Vermont Public Utility Commission (“Commission”) Rule 5.300. On November 5,
2020, the Commission issued an order concluding that we would make no changes to the EEC
rates in the City of Burlington Electric Department (“BED”) service territory until after the
Commission has issued a final decision regarding BED’s amended Demand Resources Plan in
Case No. 19-3272-PET. That matter is still pending.

Beginning July 1, 2021, a new provision in Rule 5.300 will become effective. On that
date, net-metering customers’ electric EEC will be determined on their gross electric
consumption.! Net-metering customers who do not have the equipment necessary for their
utility to determine their gross electric consumption may either install the necessary equipment
or pay a fixed monthly EEC.

BED has filed a proposal for the fixed monthly EEC to go into effect beginning with

service rendered July 1. In this Order, we approve BED’s proposal.

II. PARTICIPANTS’ COMMENTS

BED Proposal
To calculate the fixed monthly EEC, BED proposes the following method:

! Commission Rule 5.303(B)(2). Gross consumption means the total electricity a customer has consumed
including electricity from the grid plus the electricity from a net-metering system.
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1. (Total BED 2019 retail kWh by customer class) =+ (average number of BED
customers during 2019) = Average annual KkWh consumption by customer
class.
2. (Average annual kWh consumption by customer class) + (12) = Average
monthly kWh consumption by customer by class.
3. (Average monthly kWh consumption by customer by class) x (2021 EEC rate
by class) = Average fixed monthly fee by customer class.
BED states that this will be applied to 13 residential net-metering customers served under
BED’s R3 tariff who do not have a production meter. The fixed monthly EEC for these
customers will be $3.55, which is a decrease of $0.85 from their previous average monthly bill
under the existing rules. Similarly, three commercial customers served under BED’s small
general service (“S3”) tariff will be affected by this rule. The fixed monthly EEC for these
customers will be $4.08, which is a decrease of $3.65 from their previous average monthly bill

under the existing rules.

Department of Public Service

The Department of Public Service (“Department’) supports BED’s proposal and
recommends approval by the Commission. In addition, the Department notes that Rule
5.303(B)(2) calls for the fixed monthly EEC to be based upon average statewide monthly
consumption, whereas BED’s proposal is based on average BED-territory consumption data.
The Department supports BED’s use of BED-specific data and contends that it is a reasonable
interpretation of the Rule, particularly because Section 5.305(A) states that “the electric EEC

rates shall be calculated on a statewide basis, except for the service territory of BED.”

III. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Beginning July 1, 2021, net-metering customers will be assessed EEC charges based on
gross electricity consumption. For those net-metering customers who do not have both a
consumption meter and a production meter, Rule 5.303(B)(2) provides that they will pay a fixed
monthly EEC unless they choose to install the necessary equipment for their utility to determine
their gross electricity consumption. Under the rule, the fixed monthly EEC “shall be determined

by rate class and shall be based upon the average statewide monthly consumption and demand
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for the previous year for the rate class times the Electric EEC rate for the year the rate is being
implemented.”

BED’s proposal reasonably interprets Rule 5.303(B)(2) to call for BED-specific customer
data, as opposed to using statewide consumption data. We therefore approve BED’s proposed

method and fixed monthly EEC rates to take effect with service rendered July 1, 2021.

SO ORDERED.
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Dated at Montpelier, Vermont, this 15th day of June, 2021
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Notice to Readers. This decision is subject to revision of technical errors. Readers are requested to notify
the Clerk of the Commission (by e-mail, telephone, or in writing) of any apparent errors, in order that any necessary
corrections may be made. (E-mail address: puc.clerk@vermont.gov)

Appeal of this decision to the Supreme Court of Vermont must be filed with the Clerk of the Commission
within 30 days. Appeal will not stay the effect of this Order, absent further order by this Commission or appropriate
action by the Supreme Court of Vermont. Motions for reconsideration or stay, if any, must be filed with the Clerk of
the Commission within 28 days of the date of this decision and Order.
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