Richard Pecor							February 18, 2021
2868 Middle Road
Colchester, Vt.

Public Utilities Commission
112 State Street
Montpelier, Vt.

Commissioners,

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input to: 21-0018-PET Starlink Services LLC/Request for ETC designation. 

For nearly the last year our neighborhood has attempted to gain a broadband provider on our rural roads served only by DSL. Our ultimate goal is to obtain fiber optic service to our 39 properties and do so in a way that would include our neighbors on fixed and low incomes. We have been working with Comcast to determine make ready costs and an eventual CIAC per property. The Pole Attachment / Make Ready application for our project is in GMP engineering and we anticipate feedback within a month.

We initially were hopeful that Comcast would apply for our project through the Connectivity Initiative program in 2020 but they did not opt to and we were denied funding. We also individually and as a group, applied for LECAP funding but were denied since we were not part of a Comcast project. 

This week we have learned of the FCC RDOF awards covering certain selected census blocks around the State including our block 500070022001 that was assigned to Starlink. This LEO satellite service was given $3.9M to provide roughly 2250 locations with broadband at 25/3 service. During correspondence with the department it was clear that the RDOF reverse auction process was conceived, implemented and awarded solely by the FCC with no input from State or Local communities affected. 

Before your board is the application for Starlink ETC status to enable them to receive funds to support the services required by the RDOF. The implications of your approval of ETC status to Starlink are severe for our project. Although Starlink is in beta now, the company is taking applications for service regardless of what census block customers are in. While Starlink will not own exclusive access to our and other Vermont census blocks, those will now be marked as having 25/3 availability. That will preclude us from ever getting any future funding to support the development of a modern fiber distribution system. The irony is that since Starlink can and is covering Vermont broadly with their CONUS beams, technically all locations can have 25/3 service. Only designated census blocks like ours are adversely affected. 

Other providers receiving RDOF funding, Charter, ECFiber, and Kingdom Fiber will build state of the art FTTH systems while Starlink will provide no Vermont based infrastructure. We believe that a FTTH architecture is the only way that Vermont broadband users can be “future proofed”. We whole heartedly approve of ETC approval for these providers since they bring lasting value to our communities.

We also encourage the PUC to look closely at the ability of a LEO satellite service to mimic terrestrial telephony. Applying Vermont’s official imprimatur to a lifeline type service with no operational, latency and/or delay historical data available risks the lives of citizens that depend upon the Commission and Department for reliable public advocacy.

It is for these reasons that we request the PUC to deny the request of SpaceX (Starlink), Docket 21-0018 for ETC status approval. We stand ready to offer our perspective in any forum.

Respectfully,
On behalf of 38 neighboring properties,

Richard Pecor
rpecor@myfairpoint.net



