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HEARING OFFICER GERHARD: Good morning.
My name is John Gerhard and I'm the Hearing Officer
in this case Docket Number 8775 in re: petition of
Otter Creek Solar LLC pursuant to Board Rule 5.508
seeking resolution of a dispute regarding an
interconnection request with Green Mountain Power
Corporation. With me here today is George Young, our
Acting General Counsel and Policy Director. If we
could start by taking appearances, we'll start with
the Department and work our way around the room
please.

MS. LUDWIG: Megan Ludwig for the
Department of Public Service.

MS. WILSCHEK: Joslyn Wilschek with
Primmer Piper Eggleston & Cramer here on behalf of
BDE-ECO LLC and BDE Addison Lazar Solar LLC, and with
me here today is Andy Thomas from those companies.

MS. ANDERSON: TI'm Carolyn Anderson
representing Green Mountain Power, and with me today
are our witnesses Michael Butler and Kim Jones.

MR. SHULLENBERGER: Luke Shullenberger
for East New Haven Solar LLC.

MR. M. MELONE: Michael Melone for Otter
Creek Solar LLC, and with me today is Christopher

Little.
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MS. WILSCHEK: I should probably state
for the record that BDE Addison Lazar Solar issued
subpoenas for Carl Cole and Armond Brisson -- Brisson
and they are both here this morning pursuant to the
subpoena.

HEARING OFFICER GERHARD: Thank you.

MS. WILSCHEK: And I have the original
signatures on the subpoenas which I will give to you
as a housekeeping matter.

HEARING OFFICER GERHARD: Okay. That's
fantastic, and my understanding is that the motion or
petition associated with the subpoenas there are no
objections to that petition; is that correct?

MS. ANDERSON: Correct.

MR. M. MELONE: That's correct.

HEARING OFFICER GERHARD: Okay. Then
we're going to grant that motion and I believe the
first person up is going to be Mr. Little; is that
correct?

MR. M. MELONE: That's correct.

HEARING OFFICER GERHARD: Okay.
Fantastic. Mr. Little, I'm just going to swear you
in here.

MR. LITTLE: Sure.

CHRISTOPHER LITTLE,

Capitol Court Reporters, Inc. (800/802) 863-1338

APPELLANTS SPC206




I VCITIVIO LLATTIDIL J

Otter Creek Solar, Docket No. 8775
4.25.2017 Technical Hrg Transcript



I VCITIVIO LLATTIDIL J

Otter Creek Solar, Docket No. 8775
4.25.2017 Technical Hrg Transcript



I VCITIVIO LLATTIDIL J

Otter Creek Solar, Docket No. 8775
4.25.2017 Technical Hrg Transcript



10

11

12

13

14

1.9

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

I VCIIVIO LLATTIDIL J

Otter Creek Solar, Docket No. 8775
4.25.2017 Technical Hrg Transcript

9

Qk And can you please provide me with some
description of your job duties at your current employer?

A. Primarily my role is business development,
land acquisition, and I also handle financing of solar
projects for Ecos.

Q. And can you give an approximate estimate of
the number of land acquisition agreements you have
negotiated on behalf of Ecos?

A. About 130 -- exactly 130.

Q. Okay. Can you please tell me how you came to

be involved with the property at 3146 Quaker Village Road
in Weybridge?

A. It was an actively listed property that I
discovered searching for potential solar sites that was
listed by Carl Cole Realty on one of the internet web site
listing sites.

HEARING OFFICER GERHARD: Mr. Melone,
can I interrupt for one second?

MR. M. MELONE: Sure.

HEARING OFFICER GERHARD: Let me clarify

3146 Quaker Village Road is what we have referred to

as site number one in these proceedings?

MR. M. MELONE: That's correct.
HEARING OFFICER GERHARD: Thank you.

BY MR. M. MELONE:
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and we had hired a consultant to sort of perform an
initial screening of this site. It was his opinion at the
time that the soil characteristics of the Brisson farm
contained hydric soils and that therefore the ANR may
classify the soils as class 2 wetlands, and as any solar
developer knows class 2 wetlands are problematic for
development of solar farms. So Carl and I had had
discussions about that, ongoing discussions, and that's
ultimately what led us to initially seek alternative
sites.

Q. So during that time period when you were
discussing the wetlands issues with Mr. Cole about how
many times did you speak to him approximately?

A. Probably over that period of time half dozen
to a dozen times. More frequently than I normally do with
a land broker.

Q. And what led up to Otter Creek's ultimate
decision to let that initial purchase agreement terminate
on May 15, 20157?

A. It was the hydric soils. We were concerned
that we would end up with a site that was wetlands and we
wouldn't be able to obtain an agreement with ANR to
proceed with the 248 application.

oF And subsequent to that decision to let the

agreement terminate what happened next? Did you start
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A. Okay. I see -- okay. Tim, GMP has reviewed
your February 24, 2016 letter and satellite imagery you
provided on 2/25/16 outlining the original point of
interconnection and the modified point of interconnection
for Weybridge Solar. An interconnection at the new
location constitutes an entirely different project and
such requires submission of a new interconnection
application. Once received this new application will take
a position within the interconnection queue based on the
date and time it arrived. If you have any questions,
please don't hesitate to let me know. Thank you, Michael
Butler.

Q. Thank you. Would it help if I move this
exhibit now so the Board has that?

HEARING OFFICER GERHARD: And do you
have copies for --

MS. ANDERSON: I believe these were all
produced in discovery, but I do have some copies as
well.

HEARING OFFICER GERHARD: As long as
everyone has a copy, I don't care where they got it
from as long as it's an accurate copy, if the other
parties have them. Mr. Melone, do you need a copy?

MR. M. MELONE: Yes. I need a copy.

MS. WILSCHEK: Just as a point sometimes
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