STATE OF VERMONT
PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Case No. 19-2956-INV

Investigation pursuant to Act 62 into the
creation of an all-fuels energy efficiency
program, expansion of energy efficiency
utility programs and services, and funding
options for those programs

Order entered: 04/24/2020

ORDER SEEKING PROCEDURAL RECOMMENDATIONS

On February 21, 2020, I issued a procedural order seeking information and scheduling
recommendations from the participants in this case. In its responsive filing, Vermont Gas
Systems, Inc. (“VGS”) stated, “the COVID-19 pandemic has thrust us all into uncertain and
unprecedented times. VGS’ resources are being deployed to ensure the safety of our customers,
employees and communities. Accordingly, we will only be able to devote limited resources to
this proceeding during the pendency of this crisis and encourage the Commission to consider
whether a pause is appropriate i[f] other participants are similarly impacted.”!

The Commission is similarly concerned that the COVID-19 pandemic may make
proceeding with the investigation difficult in the short-term and may influence the participants’
long-term recommendations. Therefore, I request procedural recommendations from participants
as to whether a “pause” in the Public Utility Commission’s Act 62 investigation is appropriate as
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. If participants recommend a pause in the investigation,
they are requested to state whether they also recommend that the Commission seek an extension
from the Legislature of the final report deadline of January 15, 2021, and for how long. Any
recommendations are requested to be filed by May 8, 2020.

SO ORDERED.

! Letter from Tiana Smith, Vermont Gas Energy Services Manager, to Thomas Knauer, Public Utility
Commission Policy Director, dated March 20, 2020 (emphasis added).
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Dated at Montpelier, Vermont, this 24th day of April, 2020
O 1<
VMU e

L
Thomas Knauer
Hearing Officer

OFFICE OF THE CLERK

Filed: April 24, 2020

Yy
Attest: 7&{ )( /‘fﬁ&'éuﬁ“

Deputy Clg& of the Commission

Notice to Readers: This decision is subject to revision of technical errors. Readers are requested to notify
the Clerk of the Commission (by e-mail, telephone, or in writing) of any apparent errors, in order that any necessary
corrections may be made. (E-mail address: puc.clerk@vermont.gov)
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