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February 26, 2020

Ms. Judith Whitney, Clerk
Vermont Public Utility Commission
112 State Street
Montpelier, VT  05702


RE:  19-3272-PET Efficiency Vermont Demand Resource Plan Proposal

Dear Commissioners:

The Vermont Association of Planning and Development Agencies (VAPDA), writing on behalf of the eleven regional planning commissions of Vermont, is providing these written comments regarding the Efficiency Vermont Demand Resource Plan Proposal.  We specifically concur with comments previously submitted by the Bennington County Regional Commission.  Those comments are as follows:

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Bennington County Regional Commission, together with the other ten regional planning commissions in Vermont, currently are working with Efficiency Vermont on an initiative to implement the energy efficiency strategies identified in those plans.
One of the most compelling aspects of our energy planning work has been to highlight the importance of understanding the interconnectedness of energy across all sectors and fuel types.  There is an increasing reliance on electrification to realize efficiency objectives, particularly in the space heating and transportation sectors.  Consequently, we need to continue to implement electrical efficiency strategies, but to combine those efforts, for example, with initiatives that promote both building weatherization (to reduce overall demand) and efficient renewables-based heating systems (such as advanced wood heating and electric heat pumps).  Success will be measured by reduced overall energy demand together with reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.  Importantly, the models our plans are based on require a significant reduction in total energy demand and an increase in the utilization of renewable resource-based electricity. 
A simple reliance on reduced electricity demand as a measure of success is, therefore, no longer appropriate given this changing dynamic.  (The challenge of relying on current demand reduction methodologies and metrics is further complicated, obviously, by efforts to rapidly expand use of electric vehicles across the state.)  Efficiency Vermont has developed a plan that allows integration of its efforts across sectors through reliance on the objective of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and metrics related to those reductions.  The direct benefits of GHG reductions are critical in meeting state targets, of course, and those same activities will, of necessity, also require strong efforts to promote efficiency, conservation, and conversions to alternative fuels/energy sources that are more sustainable and economically advantageous to Vermont residents and businesses.
Thank you for your consideration of these comments.  Please let me know if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
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Chris Campany, President
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