[bookmark: _GoBack]I am Chair of the Cavendish, VT Energy Committee. This committee spearheaded the installation of a net metered solar array in Cavendish to offset the municipal use and cost of electricity. We did so with the expressed intent of meeting the legislative goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, but also with the intent to save taxpayer dollars. All of our cost and savings projections rested on the existing rules that you promulgated and that were in effect in 2014. Since then you have changed many of the rules and now we read that you plan further erosion of the incentives to produce electricity with solar and wind installations. We appreciate that you grandfather existing arrays to retain incentives, and we hope that you continue to do so. However, we believe that combating the effects of greenhouse gas requires a truly strong commitment to the renewable energy industry. This state needs more alternative energy generation, not less. This is precisely the wrong time to take away incentives.

There are many jobs at stake here as well. Since the net metering rules were put into effect well over ten years ago the industry has grown significantly with jobs across the state. A large number of well trained and educated installers and technicians now exist. That pool will decrease if the rules change in a detrimental manner and many workers will simply leave the state. Vermont needs more jobs, not less.

Please, do not reduce the net metering rates that are currently in effect. A reduction would affect far more than proposed installations – every taxpayer in my town would see an increase in his or her taxes if the town has to pay more for electricity, and that’s precisely what would happen if the net metering rate is decreased. And if jobs are reduced, we will lose taxpayers. A strong commitment to combatting the effects of climate change requires that you maintain the status quo on net metering.
