
GREEN MOUNTAIN 	POWER 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 
December 23, 2013 

Mrs. Susan Hudson, Clerk 
VERMONT PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD 
Peoples United Bank Building, 4 th  Floor 
112 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05620-2701 

Re: 	Docket No. 7628 
Petition of Green Mountain Power Corp. et al. 
Continuous Sound Monitoring Report 

Dear Mrs. Hudson: 

In its September 25, 2013 Order, the Public Service Board ("Board") directed Green 
Mountain Power Corporation ("GMP") to undertake a feasibility review of continuous sound 
monitoring and file a report with the Board within 90 days. The attached report, prepared by 
Resource Systems Group ("RSG"), is submitted in compliance with the Board's Order. 

In the report, RSG conducted a thorough review of various equipment and service options 
that could provide for continuous monitoring. Its review included currently-available systems 
and equipment, as well as technology that has not yet been utilized at wind farms. The report 
also identifies projected costs associated with various options. 

Based on the report, GMP has evaluated which option would result in cost-effective 
continuous monitoring and produce compliance-quality data. GMP has concluded that the 
option that best meets these goals is a continuous winter monitoring program at the Nelson 
monitoring location. The continuous period should begin as soon as possible and continue 
through April 1, 2014. This period involves the greatest potential of high sound power and 
continuous high wind speeds. The minor exceedences GMP has experienced to date have 
occurred during the winter primarily at this location. In order to produce compliance-quality 
data in an efficient manner, the monitoring should utilize background sound level Methods 2 and 
3. Method 2 would only be utilized to calibrate Method 3, and only triggered when the project 
output exceeds 40 MW. This correlates with high sound power emitted from the turbines. This 
shutdown plan would reduce costs due to turbine shutdown as well as wear and tear on the 
turbines themselves. 
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The Board's Order provides for comments on this report by January 8. GMP has 
decided, however, to implement this continuous sound monitoring plan at the Nelson farm 
beginning in early January and ending on April 1, in order to capture as much of the winter 
period as possible, and thereby provide reliable, continuous monitoring data through this entire 
period. At the conclusion of this period, GMP will file a report summarizing the data. GMP will 
provide an analysis of the data relating to any period in which a complaint was received by 
GMP. If requested, GMP will also provide direct reporting during times of any complaints by 
the Nelsons. 

This continuous monitoring plan is in addition to and supplements the two week 
compliance monitoring at all four locations, which will continue as required under GMP's CPG. 
In addition, although GMP is implementing this plan now in order to take advantage of the 
winter season, we modify or supplement this plan as required by the Board. 

Very truly yours, 

Job Q). 
Joshua astonguay 

cc: 	Attached Docket 7628 Service List 



PSB Docket No. 7628 - SERVICE LIST 

Parties: 

Geoffrey Commons, Esq. 
Aaron Kisicki, Esq. 
Vermont Department of Public Service 
112 State Street 
Montpelier VT 05620-2601 
Geoff.Commons@state.vt.us   
Aaron.Kisicki@state.vt.us   

Peter H. Zamore, Esq. 
Debra L. Bouffard, Esq. 
Sheehey Furlong & Behm, P.C. 
30 Main Street - P.O. Box 66 
Burlington, VT 05402 
pzamorea,sheeheyvt.corn  
dbouffard@sheeheyvt. corn  

Donald J. Rendall, Jr., Esq. 
Green Mountain Power Corporation 
163 Acorn Lane 
Colchester, VT 05446 
Donald.Rendallaoreenmountain ower.com  

Victoria J. Brown, Esq. 
Vermont Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
42 Wescom Road 
Johnson, VT 05656-9579 
vbrown@vermontelectric.coop  

Joslyn Wilschek, Esq. 
Primmer Piper Eggleston & Cramer PC 
100 E State Street, P.O. Box 1309 
Montpelier, VT 05601-1309 
jwilschek@primmer.com   

S. Mark Sciarrotta, Esq. 
Vermont Electric Power Company, Inc. 
366 Pinnacle Ridge Road 
Rutland, VT 05701 
msciarrotta@velco.com   

(For Green Mountain Power Corporation) 

(For Vermont Electric Cooperative, Inc.) 

(For Vermont Electric Cooperative, Inc.) 

(For VELCO and Vermont Transco) 



Judith Dillon, Esq. 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 
103 South Main Street, 3rd Floor 
Center Building 
Waterbury, Vermont 05671 
•udith.dillon c  state.vt.us  

James A. Dumont, Esq. 
Law Office of James A. Dumont, Esq., P.C. 
15 Main Street, P.O. Box 229 
Bristol, VT 05443 
dumontgmavt.net   

Morris L. Silver, Esq. 
The Kellogg FarmStage Road 
P.O. Box 606 
Benson, VT 05731-0606 
mlsilver@sover.net   

Melissa Stevens 
Green Mountain Power Corporation 
77 Grove Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 
melissa.stevens@greenmountainpower.com  

Sandra Levine, Esq. 
Conservation Law Foundation 
15 East State Street, Suite 4 
Montpelier, VT 05602-3010 
slevine ct,c1forg 

Craftsbury Selectboard 
Bruce Urie, Selectboard Chairperson 
Jim Jones, Selectman 
P.O. Box 55 
Craftsbury, VT 05826 
craftsbury@gmail.com   
bruce(ivIt.org  

Steve E. Wright 
P.O. Box 81 
Craftsbury Common, VT 05827 
salmovtlink.net   

(For Vermont Public Interest Research Group) 

(For Town of Craftsbury) 



Town of Albany 
c/o Michael Nelson 
P.O. Box 240 
Albany, VT 05820 
Vermont8@hotmail.com  

Richard H. Saudek, Esq. 
Cheney, Brock & Saudek, P.C. 
159 State Street, 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
rsaudek@cbs-law.com   

Gerald R. Tarrant, Esq. 
Tarrant, Gillies, Merriman & Richardson 
P.O. Box 1440 
Montpelier, VT 05601-1440 
Gtarranta,tmgvt.corn  

Nancy Warner, President 
Lowell Mountains Group, Inc. 
Box 159 
Lowell, Vermont 05847 
nwameaoevna.org   

David B. Stackpole, Esq. 
Stackpole & French Law Offices 
255 Maple Street — P.O. Box 819 
Stowe, VT 05672 
katie@stackpolefrench.com   

Milo and Bonnie Day 
564 VT Route 101 
North Troy, VT 05859 
milogdishmail.net   
spiknit@gmail.com   

Donald and Shirley Nelson 
P.O. Box 192 
Albany, VT 05820 
ds-nelsonra),peoplepc.com   

Jack Brooks 
2301 Albany Rd 
Eden Mills, VT 05653 
cyrusandethan@yahoo.com  

(For Town of Lowell) 

(For Green Mountain Club) 

(For Lowell Mountains Group) 

(For Dyer-Dunn, Inc.) 



Kevin McGrath 
P.O. Box 74 
Lowell, VT 05847 
kmcuath@together.net  

(For Towns of Craftsbury and Albany) Jared M. Margolis, Esq. 
1667 Fairmount Blvd. 
Eugene, OR 97403 
Jaredmargolis@hotmail.com  

Donald Einhorn, Esq. 
Agency of Natural Resources 
Environmental Litigation — Center Building 
103 South Main Street 
Waterbury, VT 05671-0301 
Donald.Einhorn@state.vt.us   

Glennis Drew 
Agency of Natural Resources 
103 South Main Street, Center Building 
Waterbury, VT 05671-0301 
Glennis.Drewastate.vt.us   

Julie F. Kelliher 
ANR Special Counsel on behalf of the 
Division for Historic Preservation 
One National Life Drive 
Montpelier, VT 05620-0501 
Julie.kelliher@state.vt.us   

Brice Simon, Esq. 
P.O. Box 240 
Stowe, VT 05672 
Brice. S imona,stoweattomevs. com  

Aliena J. Gerhard, Esq. 
c/o Breton & Simon, LLC 
P.O. Box 240 
Stowe, VT 05672 
Al i ena. gerhard@yahoo corn 


