Kingdom Community Wind
1300 Edward Dr.
Lowell, VT 05847

Preston Gregory Phone: (802) 229-7922

Kingdom Community Wind Supervisor Preston.gregory@greenmountainpower.com
VIA HAND DELIVERY
January 17, 2020

Judith C. Whitney, Clerk

Vermont Public Utility Commission
People’s United Bank Building, 4th Floor
112 State Street

Montpelier, Vermont 05620-2701

Re:  Docket 7628
Petition of Green Mountain Power Corporation (“GMP” or “Company™) et al. re
Kingdom Community Wind Project (“KCW?)

Status Report Regarding Aircraft Detection Lighting System Approval
Dear Ms. Whitney:

As you are aware, GMP provides regular status reports to the Public Utility Commission
(“PUC”) about its work to comply with Condition 34 of the Order and Certificate of Public Good
in the above-referenced docket. Since GMP’s November status report, there have been
significant developments regarding our efforts to install an Aircraft Detection Lighting System
(“ADLS”) at the KCW site, warranting this updated report before our next scheduled update in
May.

In December 2019, GMP received a communication from Vestas, the manufacturer of the
proposed ADLS, indicating that the current plan for KCW would not meet the required radar
standards because Vestas recently discovered that the planned turbine-mounted solution would
have a smaller than anticipated radar range, and therefore would be unable to view the airspace
required by the Federal Aviation Administration (“FAA”). Vestas also indicated that it could not
mount its equipment on pre-existing cell towers or meteorological towers as had been planned.
This information from Vestas came as a surprise to GMP, since we had selected this ADLS
product specifically because we had previously been advised by Vestas that this type of
mounting was possible and early radar models of the site had all been positive, though testing of
icing impact has been ongoing and unsuccessful to date. In follow up discussions with Vestas, it
offered to deliver an ADLS system with appropriate radar coverage mounted on two new thirty-
meter towers. However, the locations of these towers would likely experience significant
permitting challenges as they would require what appear to be significant impacts to a Montane



Yellow Birch Spruce Fir Forest and other natural resources, which is something GMP has sought
to avoid.

GMP has been working with Vestas as well as the FAA for nearly three years to design a
solution that would meet FAA requirements, limit environmental impacts, and meet Condition
34 by reducing the amount of time lights are on at KCW. Before selecting the Vestas
technology, GMP had considered two similar products approved by the FAA and manufactured
by Laufer Wind and Terma, respectively. Based on conversations with the Agency of Natural
Resources, Terma’s product was excluded from the KCW site because it required installation of
equipment off the KCW site that likely would create significant impacts to sensitive and high-
quality environmental resources atop Eden Mountain. Laufer Wind ceased operation. The
turbine-mounted solution by Vestas had addressed all GMP’s concerns and was very promising,
until this latest communication. It now appears it is no longer a viable solution at KCW.

At this time, GMP is re-evaluating options. We have had initial conversations with the
FAA about the existence of any other approved products similar to Vestas’ ADLS, and we
continue to search for other technology to reduce lighting when possible. Although this Vestas
decision is a setback, GMP remains fully committed to meeting its CPG obligations and
installing light reducing technology once the technology is available for our KCW site. We will
plan to provide the PUC with further updates as we develop our next approach, no later than the
next status report due date in May 2020.

If GMP can address additional questions at this time, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
AP
Preston Gregory

cc: Docket No. 7628 Service List
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James Porter, Esq.

Vermont Department of Public Service
112 State Street

Montpelier VT 05620-2601
james.porter(@vermont.gov

Debra L. Bouffard, Esq.
Sheehey Furlong & Behm, P.C,
30 Main Street - P.O. Box 66
Burlington, VT 05402
dbouffard@sheeheyvt.com

Melissa Stevens

Green Mountain Power Corporation

2152 Post Road

Rutland, VT 05701
melissa.stevens@greenmountainpower.com

Victoria J. Brown, Esq.

Vermont Electric Cooperative, Inc.
42 Wescom Road

Johnson, VT 05656-9579
vbrown@vermontelectric.coop

Joslyn Wilschek, Esq.

Wilschek larrapino Law Office PLLC
35 Elm Street, Suite 200

Montpelier, VT 05601-1309
Josyln@ilovt.net

S. Mark Sciarrotta, Esq.

Vermont Electric Power Company, Inc.
366 Pinnacle Ridge Road

Rutland, VT 05701
msciarrotta@velco.com

Donald Einhorn, Esq.

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources
1 National Life Drive — Davis 2
Montpelier, Vermont 05620
donald.cinhorn@vermont.gov

(For Green Mountain Power Corporation)

(For Vermont Electric Cooperative, Inc.)

(For Vermont Electric Cooperative, Inc.)

(For VELCO and Vermont Transco)



James A. Dumont, Esq. (For Vermont Public Interest Research Group)
Law Office of James A. Dumont, Esq., P.C.

15 Main Street, P.O. Box 229

Bristol, VT 05443

dumont@gmavt.net

Morris L. Silver, Esq.
The Kellogg Farm

Stage Road

P.O. Box 606

Benson, VT 05731-0606
misilver@sover.net

Sandra Levine, Esq.
Conservation Law Foundation
15 East State Street, Suite 4
Montpelier, VT 05602-3010
slevine@clf.org

Craftsbury Selectboard

Bruce Urie, Selectboard Chairperson
Jim Jones, Selectman

P.O. Box 55

Craftsbury, VT 05826
craftsbury@gmail.com

bruce@vit.org

Steve E. Wright (For Town of Craftsbury)
P.O. Box 81
Craftsbury Common, VT 05827

salmo@vtlink.net

Town of Albany

c/o Michael Nelson

P.O. Box 240

Albany, VT 05820
Vermont8@hotmail.com

Richard H. Saudek, Esq. (For Town of Lowell)
Diamond & Robinson, P.C.

15 East State Street, Suite 201

Montpelier, VT 05601

dicksaudek@outlook.com




Gerald R. Tarrant, Esq.

Tarrant, Gillies, Merriman & Richardson
P.O. Box 1440

Montpelier, VT 05601-1440
Gtarrant@tmgvt.com

Robbin Clark

3074 Irish Hill Road
Lowell, VT 05847
rsclark@myfairpoint.net

David B. Stackpole, Esq.
Stackpole & French Law Offices
255 Maple Street — P.O. Box 819
Stowe, VT 05672
katie@stackpolefrench.com

Milo and Bonnie Day
564 VT Route 101
North Troy, VT 05859
milo@dishmail.net
spiknit@gmail.com

Donald and Shirley Nelson
2058 Pine Hill Road
Newport, VT 05855
ds-nelson@peoplepc.com

Kevin McGrath

P.O. Box 74

Lowell, VT 05847
kmcgrath@together.net

Jared M. Margolis, Esq.
2070 E 27™ Ave

Eugene, OR 97403-1651
Jaredmargolis@hotmail.com

John W. Kessler, General Counsel
Agency of Commerce and Community
Division for Historic Preservation

One National Life Drive

Montpelier, VT 05620-0501

John Kessler@vermont.gov

(For Green Mountain Club)

(For Lowell Mountains Group)

(For Dyer-Dunn, Inc.)

(For Towns of Craftsbury and Albany)



Jack Brooks
P.O. Box 305
Albany, VT 05820



